
Mrs. Leiker’s Classroom 

Preschool A   November 2019 

From the Teacher’s Desk 

I hope you  are enjoying the Instagram photos!  I wish I could share with you every amazing 

moment of learning  that Mrs. V and I witness  everyday.  I am  working  on an effective and 

easy-to-use format to share their learning in a bit more detail.  In the meantime, I will share 

what I can on IG.  

November and  December  are pretty short  months with all of the holidays .  We will be      

extending the themes of  Gratitude, Gifts/Giving, and Traditions over these next two months.   

I will share on the back side of this newsletter some of the activities and other themes we are 

exploring in  specific  areas of the classroom. 

As part of our exploration of traditions, I will be sending home a short questionnaire about 

your family traditions.  I would love, love, love to have you in to share these traditions with our 

class if it makes sense to do so!  I will send along more info about how to set that up in the 

next week.  

Conferences are coming up in a few weeks.  The sign-up should be out very shortly.  I look  

forward to sitting down with each of you, if only briefly, to talk about all the great things your 

kiddos are doing.  There will be late afternoon/early evening times for those who need it.         

If you need an early morning, please let me know. 

Just so you know, I will be gone Thursday, 11/14 through Monday, 11/18.  I will be walking my 

14th Susan G Komen Event.  I am travelling to San Diego this year, so I need the extra days to 

travel.  On this note, if you have loved ones who have battled breast cancer, I would love to 

add their names to the ever-growing list of names of people for whom I walk.   I will have 

hearts and instructions near the sign-in sheet next Tuesday and Wednesday for you to share 

those names.  

Thank you for entrusting your children to my care! 

Mrs. Leiker 

 
Themes of the month: 

Gratitude, Gifts/Giving, 

Traditions 

Letters  of the month:  

Oo, Qq, Review 

Numbers of the month:1-5 

Ways of Being Together: 

Listen 

Be Kind 

Be Gentle 

Be Safe 

Clean up after ourselves 

Early Learning Guidelines: 

I am learning about me and 

my family. 

I am building relationships. 

I am touching, seeing,  

hearing and moving 

around. 

I am  growing up healthy. 

I am communicating. 

I am learning about my 

world. 

Things we are working  on at  school that you can practice with your children at home….. 

Letting them do for themselves!  I know it takes them a bit longer to do things, but practice 

is how we learn.  At school, instead of putting on their coats, we talk them through doing it 

themselves; instead of solving a problem for them, we talk them through doing it             

themselves.. They are very capable!! If  you have questions about how to support them in 

this way, please ask!  



Here is what we are up to…. 

Science: We are observing decomposition at the Science Table. Check out the pump-

kin next time you stop by!  The children are also exploring many scientific concepts 

in the block area with the blocks, cars and ramps, and Marble works. 

Fine Motor: I introduced Legos this week.  These are great for  strengthening the 

muscles used for writing and cutting. 

Language and Literacy: This is woven throughout our day. Everyday.  Most            

specifically, we focus on our letter of the week.  Also, we are  exploring the meaning 

of words like gratitude, grateful, and blessings. 

Math:  We have been using the Unifix Cubes in a variety of ways.  This month we will 

add work cards for the children to use with them to  practice patterning and other 

early math skills.   

Social-Emotional:  This, of course, is the most important work of a preschooler. Our 

particular focus right now is on inclusion.  I have invoked a “You can’t say you can’t 

play” rule in my classroom.  Preschoolers don’t typically exclude to be mean.  They 

do it because they don’t quite know how to include someone if it doesn’t match with 

the picture in their minds.  We are working with them on the “how.”   Unfortunately, 

if we don’t address it now, exclusion will very likely become a habit, and not a kind 

one.   

Resources: 

The Whole-Brain Child  by Daniel Siegel 

 

The Gift of Fear  by Gavin de Becker 

 

I am wondering if  anyone would be 

interested in a monthly parenting 

book club?  I would love to facilitate 

a monthly gathering and discussion 

from January to May.  Let me 

know what you think!! 

Wish List:  

• Old greeting cards, envelopes, 

and other letter-writing sup-

plies 

• Sandpaper 

• Food containers/boxes 

• Masking tape 


